THE NORTH WEST PASSAGE BY INFLATABLE B0AT 


MAPS: Arctic Catalogue of Nautical Charts and Related Publications, | 
Canadian Hydrographic Service, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 
Ottawa, February 1982, 


Arctic Archipelago, Canadian Hydrographic Service, 1982 


Marked map (attached), Canada, showine Polar Ice Pack and 
possible routes through Arctic Archipelago. 


Introduction: 


Attempts have probably been made to search for a North West Passage, 
north of the America's from Europe since the end of the fifteenth centrv. 
It is possible that the Portupuese, Joa Fernandez, 1492, and Casper Corte 
Real, 1599, and the Genoese, Sebastian Cabot, 1599 may have been the first 
to sail into the Atlantic Ocean entrance to the Passage. The first known 
attempts were made by Martin Frobisher in 1576, 1577 and 1578, and John 
Davis during the period 1558 and 1587, 


The first successful passage was made by Raold Amundsen from 1993 to 
1996, from east to west, in his ship the Gjoa, 47 tons. The first successful 
passage bv a Canadian was made by Staff Sergeant H. A. Larsen, R.C.M.P., in 
the R.C.M.P. Schooner St. Roch 197 tons, eastward in 1940 to 1942 and west- 
ward in 1944. The largest vessel to sail the passage was that of Humble Oil 
and Refining Co., SS Manhattan, 159,990 tons in 1969, 4 


—— 


It is the aim of the writers of this pronosal to sail the North West 
Passage from West to East, from Vancouver to Montreal, with two shallow 
draught, flexible inflatable boats, with a team of up to thirty (39) persons 
in the summer of 1985. (1) 


(1) If the first expedition is successful it is possible that an attempt will 
be made to sail the North West Passage from Fast to West, from Montreal to 
Vancouver the following season. 
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Personnel: 


The leader of the expedition will be Mr. A. T. Richards of Calgarv, Alberta. 
His deputy leader is Mr. B, G. Nicholson, and Mr. P. M. F..Preston will be the 
expedition manager, both of whom are from Calgary, Alberta. Below please find 
listed the basic crew required to man the two boats: 


exnedition leader 
deputy leader 
navigators 

doctors 

medical assistants 
marine motor mechanics 
radio operatiors 
logistics co~ordinator 
stores person 

cooks 

meteorolosist 

reporter 

photogravher 
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Support personnel will consist of: 


expedition manager 

assistant expedition manager 
lawyer 

secretary—treasurer 

public relations officer 
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Provision will be made for the inclusion of research personnel from 
Universities, Government and Industry. 


Materiel: 


Boats: 2 inflatable, flexible skin boats, 
capacity: 29 persons 
399Nkg/6609 1b. equipment 
draught: 3 inches to 8 inches (maximum) pending load. 


Motors: Boats will be propelled by twin jet outboard motors, each 
175 to 299 horsepower, Each engine will be backed up by another 
in the event of serious malfunction. Total number of motors to 


be eight (8). 
Expedition Equipment: 


navigation kits 

communications kits 

medical kits 

engine spare parts and tool kits 
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cont'd: 


8 North Star 4 man and equipment tents by North Face 
39 insulated groundsheets (one per person) 

6 Coleman white fuel stoves 

Z sets of ice portage equipment 

2 boat canopies and spares 


Fuel: regular leaded gasoline 
outboard motor oil 
white fuel for Coleman stoves 
Personal equipment will be listed later. Both boats will carry all 

equipment, food and fuel to move through each stage of the expedition. 
Re-supply points will depend on the fuel range and carrying capacity of 
the pair of boats and will be worked out by the navigator and logistics 
co-ordinator prior to departure. 
Preparation: 


Preliminary Planning Stages: 


a) Approach to the Commander, Canadian Forces Base, Calgary, for 
advice on involvement of the Forces in the expedition. 


b) Approach the Member of Parliament for Calgary South, Mr. John 
Thompson, for advice on Government of Canada support. 


c) Recruit Team 
d) Obtain legal advise ‘ 


e) Approach the Calgary Chamber of Commerce for information and 
public relation support. 


f) Approach boat manufacturers for the use of their equipment and supnort. 
g) Approach motor manufacturers for use of their equipment and support. 

h) Approach Universities on scientific research 

i) Prepare logistics appraisal 


j) Team familiarization 


k) Team training 
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Training: 


Several preliminary training sessions will take place at Lake Minnewanka, 
Banff National Park, during the month of June 84, The purpose of this is to 
familiarize the team with each other and the equipment to be used. Both onshore 
and afloat procedures will be studied and practiced, 


In July of 84, a training expedition is planned. This will start in Jasper 
Alberta up the Athabasca River to Lake Athabasca, From there up the Slave River 
to Great Sale Lake, to Mackenzie River ending up at Tuktovuktuk, N. W. T.. 


Conclusion: 


Why sail the North West Passage? 

a) It has never been done before as planned. 

b) It will be a Canadian first, done in Canada, by Canadians. 

c) To nrovide opportunity for scientific research by Universities, 
Government and Industry. 

e) To provide an opportunitv for senior persons to participate and 
bring their experience and knowledge into the challenge. 

f) This expedition will challenge and build the character of the 
team members, 

g) It will give the team members a better Phnveacc of our Northern 
Frontier, which can be passed on to all Canadians, 


The expedition is planned for July 85, we would appreciate and input, help 
and support you can give us. 


Yours truly, 


NORTH WEST CHALLENGE 


(Dp Utd > 


A, TewRichards, 
Expedition Leader, 


Address: 
NORTH WEST CHALLENGE 
¥.0, Box 469, 
Midnapore, Alberta. 
pot TIO 
Ph: 493-256-5833 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/northwestpassageOOrich 
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